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August 1, 2018 
 
 
Dear Valley Road School Students and Families,  
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff of Valley Road School, it is with great enthusiasm that I welcome you back for the 
2018-2019 school year! We are excited to see our students as they return refreshed and rested for the first day of 
school on Thursday, September 6th at 7:45 a.m. Student’s teacher assignments can be found on the Genesis Portal, 
prior to the first day. Upon your student’s(s’) arrival, our staff will be present in both the hallways and parking lots to 
ensure that every Valley Road student gets to where they need to be for a successful start to our school year.  
 
Expect to receive students daily schedules and several important letters and forms coming home within the first few 
days of school. Free and reduced lunch, medical forms, student handbooks and individual classroom 
information/log-in(s) for both students and families will be distributed. Please help us keep our records up to date by 
filling forms out completely and returning them in a timely fashion.  
 
In addition to the letters and forms received, students will be given an expectation matrix. The matrix represents our 
newly constructed #WeAreVRS expectations that will be presented to our students during their  “Welcome Back” 
assembly. Please review this with your student(s), as we will be employing a new positive behavioral intervention 
system (PBIS) during the 18-19 school year for grades PK-8 to promote recognition of students who show exemplar 
character in everyday interactions within the school setting. We are extremely excited to “roll-out” this new program!  
 
When you return to Valley Road School, you may notice a few new changes including both our main entrance and 
the playground area. We have been busy this summer, ensuring that our students not only get the best in education 
but also have a safe and secure school environment that includes a fun place to socially gather and stay physically 
active. A huge thank you to those who volunteered and fundraised for the beautiful playground addition. School 
entrance procedures will require you to ring the doorbell, following the procedural directions posted at the main entry 
doors. Upon entry, you may discuss the nature of your visit with the main office staff at the visitor entrance window, 
where further entry to the facility will be determined. We thank you for your attention and diligence in ensuring that 
entrance by yourself only, occurs when being rung in.  
 
Again, a heartfelt welcome to what is sure to be an amazing 2018 - 2019 school year!  
 
Best regards,  
 
 
 
Alicia L. Finklea-DiCataldo 
Principal 
 
 
P.S. One more thing...be on the lookout for our new Valley Road Newsletter, which will highlight current news and 
upcoming events.  

 


